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MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday, May 15 
 9:00 a.m.  Patricia Droba (Blessed Sacrament Choir); 
   All Parishioners Living & Deceased 
 11:30 a.m.  Marie March (Schaefer Family) 

Monday, May 16 
 8:30 a.m.  Marion Patricks (Martin & Nancy Kinnavy) 

Tuesday, May 17 
 8:30 a.m.  Marilyn Karrenbauer (JFKCS Family) 
 11:15 a.m.  Shepherd 
   All Priests Living & Deceased  

Wednesday, May 18 
 8:30 a.m.  Mary Zador (Ken & Rosemary Furniss) 

Thursday, May 19 
 8:30 a.m.  Harvey McElhaney (Rose McElhaney) 

Friday, May 20 
 8:30 a.m.  Communion Service  

Saturday, May 21 
 4:00 p.m.   Peter Romanelli (David & Carol Toboz); 
   All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

Sunday, May 22 
 9:00 a.m.  Chuck & Mary Bungo  
  (Steve & Karen Bungo) 
 11:30 a.m.  Ronald Fabian (Richard Fabian) 
 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
Register for Blessed Sacrament Parish next weekend, May 
21/22, after all Masses...meet with members of our 
Welcoming Committee: 
  4pm  J. Lemaster  
  9am  D. Seman, S. Blank 
       11:30am  L. Spano. 

 

ALLELUIA,  ALLELUIA!!   CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

This weekend closes the Easter Season for 2016.  In her 
text for this day in Awakening to God, Fran Salone-
Pelletier suggests We are paracletes for one another.  
She tells the story of how she and her husband met for 
years with a group of local ministers (Roman Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Episcopalian) in the 
effort to become ñmore the people of God and sharing 
lives in Christ via the Sunday Scriptures.ò  Realizing their 
varied faith traditions revealed hearts among them that 
were open wide, they recognized ñGodôs creative word 
was healing, nurturing, and sustaining.ò  
 Through Johnôs gospel reading (Jn 20:19-23) of 
Jesusô appearance to his disciples, Fran states, ñOn fire 
with Godôs challenging word, we allow the Spirit to rest 
upon us, fill our diminished and impoverished souls, and 
invite us into profound peace.ò 
 ñIt is Pentecost in this place and we are paracletes 
for one another.ò   

 ñWith optimism, profound hope, and faith in the 
resurrection we claim to be our core reality, each of us 
needs to unlock our personal doors of fear that block 
growth.  All of us, together as the people of God, must do 
the same.  We need to support and encourage the faint of 
heart, even if we ourselves quiver and quake with 
trembling trust.  We need to confront our worst suspicions 
and deepest anxieties and open wide the door to Christ.ò 
 ñWhen asked, Jesus comes, stands in the midst of 
our trepidation, and gives us his promised and sacred 
shalom.  He shows us the signs of his own painful journey 
through fear with faith.  He helps us to remember that nail 
marks and a pierced side are signs of the passage from 
pain to passion.  None of us will travel that road 
unscathed.  All of us will bear the marks of martyrdom, the 
cost of discipleship, the price of witnessing.ò   
 ñThe power of our weakness inspires.  It breathes 
a holy spirit of forgiveness into all who feel they are 
unforgiveable.  Frightened but faithful, scared but saintly, 
we are Godôs fragile optimists.ò 

PASTOR’S COLUMN 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY  
Prv 8:22-31 / Rom 5:1-5 / Jn 16:12-15 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Natalie Kakias, 
mother of Darleen Carey.  May she rest in peace. 

 

BAPTISMS  
Next weekend we welcome Celine Carlyle Mokros, 
daughter of Patrick and Ashley, through the Sacrament of 
Baptism.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 

 

VOCATIONS 
“Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the 
earth.”  The Spirit moves us to bring Godôs Word to a 
waiting world.  Is the Holy Spirit preparing you to share the 
Lordôs mission as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated 
life?  If so, contact Fr. Chris Luoni at 330.744.8451, or 
email him at cluoni@youngstowndiocese.org. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
This sacrament will be available immediately following the 
4:00 liturgy on Saturday, May 28, the fourth Saturday of 
the month.  After Mass ends, please move to the chairs 
near the piano.  This sacrament is primarily a sacrament of 

physical healing and spiritual strengthening.  Anointing of the 
Sick is available after Mass the fourth Saturday of each 
month throughout the year. 

 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION SESSION 
The next Baptismal Preparation Session will be held  
TODAY, Sunday, May 15, 2016, at 1pm in the parlor.  
The next session will be offered in July. 

WORD OF LIFE 
ñ[A] reflection of Godôs own reality shines out in the human person, in every person, whatever the stage or condition of 
his life.ò             -- Pope Benedict XVI, Address of Feb. 27, 2006 www.goo.gl/4Bj3ss  É 2006 Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Used with permission 
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
We welcomed John Cetrone, Bobbie Costas, John Bates, 
Chuck and Julie Forrest, Carol Fowler, Kari Lape, and 
Ryan White as full members of our Catholic faith at the Easter 
Vigil!!  Praise God for each of you!!  We encourage your par-
ticipation in the life of the church and look forward to our many 
encounters!   
 

EVENING PRAYER 
Join in Evening Prayer in the Chapel Monday and  
Tuesday this week, May 16 & 17, at 7 p.m.  Our last 
Evening Prayer for the Spring will be Tuesday, May 24. 

 

WE NEED EACH OTHER!! 
We continue to need more ministers of care who visit, pray 
and take communion to our local nursing homes and to our 
homebound parishioners.  Please consider volunteering!!  
Call Brenda in the parish office to volunteer for this minis-
try.  Training, guidance and support are all provided!! 

 
WOMEN’S JOURNEY OF GRACE  

WILL MEET MAY 25 at 1:30pm in the CHAPEL,  

& 7pm in PARISH LIBRARY. 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sunday, May 15 
     9:00 a.m.    First Communions (Church) 
   11:00 a.m.    JFKCS-LC Spaghetti Dinner (RH) 
   11:30 a.m.    First Communions (Church) 
     1:00 p.m.    Baptismal Preparation Session (Parlor) 

Monday, May 16 
 10:30 a.m.    AA Meeting (Providence Center) 
 2:30 p.m.  JFKCS-LC Enrichment (Gym/RH) 
 5:30 p.m.  Zumba (Gym) 
 6:30 p.m.  Scout Troop 101 (Reagan Hall) 
 7:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 7:00 p.m.  Worship & Spiritual Growth mtg (HFH) 

Tuesday, May 17 
 8:00 a.m.   JFKCS-LC Gr. 2 Brunch (RH)  
 8:30 a.m.  JFKCS School Mass (Church) 
 2:30 p.m.  JFKCS-LC Enrichment (HFH/Gym/RH) 
 4:00 p.m.  Set up for Mini-K Day (RH) 
 6:00 p.m.  NEOCAHT mtg (Library) 
 7:00 p.m.  Prison Ministry mtg (Rm 103) 
 7:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 7:30 p.m.  Scripture Study (Parlor) 
 8:00 p.m.    AA Meeting (Providence Center) 

Wednesday, May 18 
 8:00 a.m.  JFKCS-LC Mini K Day (RH) 
 1:00 p.m.  JFKCS-LC meeting thru 2pm (Library) 
 2:30 p.m.  JFKCS-LC Enrichment (Gym/RH) 
 5:30 p.m.  Zumba (Gym) 
 7:00 p.m.  Young Adult Theology on Tap (Off Site) 

Thursday, May 19 
 11:00 a.m.  JFKCS-LC Pre K Graduation (HFH) 
 11:30 a.m.  SVdP Society serve at Soup Kitchen (Niles) 
 2:30 p.m.  JFKCS-LC Enrichment (RH/Comp Lab) 
 3:00 p.m.  JFKCS-LC set up for COSI (Gym) 
 6:30 p.m.  VBS Planning meeting (HFH) 
 7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal (Parish Library) 
 7:00 p.m.  Scouts Pack Meeting (RH) 

Friday, May 20 
 8:00 a.m.  JFKCS-LC COSI (Gym) 
 2:30 p.m.  Jr. Troop meeting (Providence Center) 

Saturday, May 21 
    9:00 a.m.    Family Soup Kitchen (SVdP Niles Dining Hall) 
    9:00 a.m.    AA Meeting (Providence Center) 
  11:00 a.m.    AA Meeting (Providence Center) 
    4:00 p.m.    Mokros Baptism (Church) 
    4:00 p.m.    Parish Council member selection 

Sunday, May 22 
     9:00 a.m.    First Communions (Church) 
     9:00 a.m.    Parish Council member selection 
   11:30 a.m.    First Communions (Church) 
   11:30 a.m.    Parish Council member selection 

 
SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

A reminder that our Summer Mass Schedule will be in 
place beginning Memorial Day weekend...Saturday Mass 
will continue to be celebrated at 4pm, and Sunday Mass 
times (beginning May 29) will be 9am and 11am, through 
Labor Day weekend.   

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
 

50 Days of Joy & Gratitude 
Our Easter joy begins again as the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit fall upon us as we celebrate Pentecost.  As Jesus 
sent the Holy Spirit down upon his disciples, they were 
able to rejoice at this gift.  May we always be open with 
joy and gratitude to the working of the Holy Spirit, and 
may we be open to be guided to use our time, talent, 
and treasure in the world with a renewed zeal. 
 

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God, 
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return  
to the Lord of $15,222.78 in the Offertory for the 

weekend of May 7 & 8, 2016.  
 

Fiscal Year-to-date Information (7/5/15-6/26/16): 
Goal for Fiscal Year-to-date:  $   687,645.00 
Amount Collected:   $   677,429.01 
Amount below needed goal:  $     10,215.99 
Childrenôs Stewardship:   $            22.50 
 Thank you for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step!! 

Ministry Schedule for Summer 2016  
JUNE ï JULY ï AUGUST 

Please go to our secure site and update your preferences 
for the summer months, or contact your ministry coordina-
tor (if you are not online) to let us know your availability. 
(https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/login/ReevesRoad) 

The new schedule is being prepared now! 
(High School Seniors are reminded to contact their ministry co-
ordinator soon to let us know whether or not you will being going 
away to college and, if so, when you want to stop being sched-
uled.) 



BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY WARREN, OH 
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everlasting life.  This focus regarding mercy is 
essential because we are so easily tempted to 
move toward a superficial understanding and 
application of mercy that is actually not mercy at 
all. 

In our modern culture, mercy is too of-
ten equated with ñbeing niceò or ñbeing soft.ò  
Rather, if we return to the foundation of true mercy men-
tioned above, the mercy rooted in Godôs will, which is love 
and mercy itself, we find that mercy is actually anything but 
soft.  Real mercy is strong and powerful because it does not 
shy away from our broken existence, but instead it stands 
face to face with the ugly and the broken and calls us to turn 
away from those things by bringing the healing balm of truth 
and genuine freedom to bear.  True mercy is transformation-
al!  Ultimately mercy is bound up with facing the truth and 
being challenged to move from brokenness to wholeness. 
The denial of this is possibly at the very heart of our modern 
dilemma.  Too often mercy is interpreted as removing the 
challenge, being tolerant of the transgression and passing 
over the consequences of our broken reality, rather than fac-
ing it head on and being freed by that very confrontation. 

Once again I cannot resist returning to the model of 
mercy that is the life of Jesus Christ.  In the ultimate act of 
mercy, He embraces the cross in order to open the flood-
gates of mercy.  In the same way, any authentic mercy de-
mands that we hold the cross close as well.  If we ignore the 
only authentic model of mercy we are at risk of promoting a 
false mercy which leads us away from life and ultimately 
abandons us to death.  The mercy that Christ shows the 
world through every act of His life here on earth, and espe-
cially in His crucifixion, is a mercy that faces down the power 
of sin by allowing the power of love to overcome the dark-
ness.  In this way, the grace of God not only covers our sins, 
but it transforms us in Christôs image. 

Through the intercession of the Mother of Mercy, I 
pray that this Jubilee Year may have a profound effect on the 
human family by allowing us to live more deeply in the Gos-
pel message of the author and face of mercy, Jesus Christ. 

Given at the Diocesan Chancery on November 21, 2015, 
the Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY CONTINUES  
Today we travel to the Diocese of Tyler to share their bishopõs remarks 

concerning the opening of this Year of Mercy 

Joseph Edward Strickland 
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See 

Bishop of Tyler 
TO THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & CATHOLIC FAITHFUL OF 
THE DIOCESE OF TYLER, HEALTH AND BENEDICTION 

Jesus Christ, True Mercy 
This Sunday (referring to the First Sunday of  

Advent, 2015) we begin the holy season of Advent and with 
it our solemn preparations for Christmas when we welcome 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnation and true face of the 
Fatherôs mercy.  We also make ourselves ready to enter the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, a time in the life of the 
Church declared by Pope Francis to encourage us to con-
template the mystery of mercy as a wellspring of joy, sereni-
ty, and peace.  The Holy Year will begin on December 8, 
2015 and conclude on November 20, 2016.  Bearing in mind 
these two events, I would like to take a moment to share this 
reflection on mercy and how it is incorporated into our lives 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, and specifically as Catholics. 

We live in the Age of Mercy because we live in the 
world after the saving work, the Paschal Mystery, of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.  In this context I believe we can say 
that the Catholic Church, founded by Christ Himself, exists 
as an instrument of mercy, a house of mercy, and a place 
from which the mercy of God should always flow.  We see 
the foundation of mercy in the oft quoted and beautiful Gos-
pel verse of John 3:16: the Fatherôs preeminent act of mercy 
was to share with humanity His only begotten Son.  Embed-
ded in this profoundly loving act of the Father is an acknowl-
edgment that humanity was broken and deeply in need of a 
savior, deeply in need of mercy.  The mercy which Jesus 
Christ offers to the world through His Church is hard-won, 
not only through his passion, death and resurrection, but 
truly through every moment of his time on earth as the God-
Man.  I believe placing mercy in this context is essential if we 
desire to pursue true mercy in the way we live. 

True mercy always flows from Godôs love and di-
rects us toward Godôs will for us ï that we share His gift of 

Saturday, May 14      4:00 pm 
Readers:  K. Sauer, J. Weston 
E.M.H.C.: S. Campbell, B. Thompson, W. Thompson, R. Green,  
 R. Fenstermaker, J. & L. Sanders 
Altar Servers:  F. Pishotti, B. Freeman, M. Seikel 
Greeters:  R. & N. Rappach 
 Baptism Assistant:  M. Blasse 

Sunday, May 15   9:00 am 
Readers:  G. Ciuba, J. Lyda 
E.M.H.C.:  B. Lyda, K. Clark, R. Jones, R. Malanga, M. Jones,  
 OPEN, OPEN 
Altar Servers:  J. Jones, K. DeCarlo, I. Soplata 
Greeters:  S. & K. Bungo 
C.L.O.W.:  A. DeCarlo 

                 11:30 am 

Readers:  B. Steines, J. Bedich 
E.M.H.C.:  J. Sabat, M. Schaefer, A. Shaker, G. Machin,  
 G. Flynn, L. & L. DôAmore 
Altar Servers:  A. Steines, C. DelliQuadri, C. DelliQuadri 
Greeters:  J. & J. Satterfield; B. & B. Ward 
C.L.O.W.:  M. Gintner 

Saturday, May 21      4:00 pm 
Readers:  D. Zock, M. Shader 
E.M.H.C.: A. & P. Hietikko, C. Craig, R. Green,  
 T. & A. Hostetler, D. Rossi 
Altar Servers:  D. Carey, P. Norwood 
Greeters:  J. & D. Bokone 
 

Sunday, May 22   9:00 am 
Readers:  B. Marino, J. Solich 
E.M.H.C.:  M. Bugos, J. Gabele, L. Amadei, R. Green,  
 C. Dzanko, T. Lussier-Hurlbert, D. Lazor 
Altar Servers:  J. Jones, M. Menci, N. Jaros 
Greeters:  J. & D. Laux 
C.L.O.W.:  L. Anderson 
 

                 11:30 am 
Readers:  B. Antenucci, L. Machin 
E.M.H.C.:  S. & K. Kelly, G. Machin, R. Green, G. Flynn,  
 L. & L. DôAmore 
Altar Servers:  M. Schaefer, J. Conde, A. Litton 
Greeters:  B. Shanovich, L. Spano; J. Handel, A. Kemble 
C.L.O.W.:  L. Fowler 
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YOUTH MINISTRY / E.P.I.C. TEENS  
SUMMER MISSION TRIP / iPLUNGE PEPPERONI 
ROLL SALES - Thank you to all for purchasing Salvatoreôs 
pepperoni rolls!!  All profits benefit our summer mission trip, 
and other YM expenses.  Thank you, Rosa Lamota, from 
Salvatoreôs, for helping with this fundraiser!! 

GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS -- Please join 
us for our annual Graduation Mass, SUN, 5/29, at 11:00am 
Mass.  A small brunch for grads & families follows. Please 
send in your wallet-size grad pictures! (JFK Baccalaureate: 
WED, 5/25, 6:30pm, Blessed Sacrament Parish; HHS  
Baccalaureate:  TU, 5/31, 7pm, Christ Episcopal Church.) 
 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY ♦ THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Join us this WED, May 18 at 7pm to hear our speakers, 
Deacons Bob Green, Randy Smith, and Frank Lellio, at 
Amen Corner, Girard.  Topic:  How Can I Get Involved and 
Make an Impact?  Register/sign up to carpool -- call the par-
ish office BY 5/17, or at bsteines@bspcc.org.   

FAITH FORMATION  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL é Itôs time to start preparing 
for another exciting VBS!  ñDEEP SEA DISCOVERYò is the 
program we will feature this year...dates: June 13-16 from 
9:15am-12pm.  We will have a closing celebration at noon on 
the 16th!  Registration forms are available in the gathering 
space.  We are always in need of new adult and teen volunteers 
to assist with the many different aspects of the week.  Our next 
planning meeting will be on THURS, MAY 19 at 6:30pm in 
REAGAN HALL.    If you are interested in helping with VBS, 
please come to our meeting!   

 

Third  Quarter 2015/16  FFS Great Attendance    
Those missing 0 or 1 day!!   

Congratulations to Students and Parents for perfect and great 
attendance (missing only once!) during the second quarter of 
Faith Formation.  Please congratulate the following students 
and families!  Presence and dedication are so important as 

the children are formed in our Faith!!  

WARREN VFW POST 1090 NEEDS YOU … Volun-

teers needed at All Souls Cemetery in Cortland to assist in 
decorating the graves of our nationôs veterans laid to rest 
there, on SATURDAY, MAY 21, in time for Memorial Day.  
Veterans will be honored from 9am-12pm, rain or shine on 
Monday, May 30.  Help will also be needed removing markers 
on Saturday, July 9, 9am-12pm.   

PROPERLY RETIRE FLAGS … Torn, faded, tired flags 

will be collected at Shepherd of the Valley, N. River Road, 
during the month of May.  Flags will be delivered to a local 
veterans group for proper disposal.  Drop off 8am-8pm daily.   
 

BUS TRIP TO LANCASTER, PA 
Adults interested in the July 11 bus trip to the Sight & 
Sound Theatre can still sign up!! Deposit DUE 5/31!   

FAMILY SOUP KITCHEN 
Help prepare and serve a meal at the St. Vincent 
de Paul dining hall, Niles Road, Warren, this 
Saturday, May 21.  Share your gifts of 
hospitality & service:  meal prep 9am, shared 

lunch with the guests who come to us hungry that day, then 
clean up.  Any provision of baked goods that will complete 
the Saturday meal is greatly appreciated...please bring your 

dessert item to the parish office by 1pm Friday!  If you can 
help on the 3rd Saturday monthly, Sept-May, contact Dan  
Goffos, Sr., 330.372.6147.  THIS IS THE FINAL LUNCH UNTIL 
SEPTEMBER...Many thanks to everyone who helped this year!! 

 
PreK 
Zarina Candor 

Grade 1 
Natalie Bellomo ** 
Grayson Candor ** 
Fiona Downing ** 
Jane Faulk 
Carson Klotz 
Gabriella Orr 

Grade 2 
Sophia Bellomo ** 
Riley Cordell ** 
Draven Dunlap 
Piper Hua 
London Petrick 
Julie Steinbeck ** 

Grade 3  
Cooper Downing 
Kiley Rust 

Grade 4 
Bryan Stone ** 
 

 

Grade 5 
Braeden Candor 
Courtney Clark 
Noelle DelGarbino 
Brigid Faulk 
Riley Fabrizio 
Robert Gumino ** 
Jet Hua 
Jack Loges 

Grade 6 
Nicholas Jaros 
Cassie Myers ** 
Zachary Sulc ** 
Bayne Wilson ** 

Grade 7  
Stacey Brown 
Eric Wollet 

Grade 8 
Eliana DôAndrea 
Isabell DôAndrea 
Mia DôAndrea 
Duncan Harlan ** 
Ottavio Musumeci 

** indicates great attendance for the entire year!! 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
ALL THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN. Year of Mercy ï May Focus 

VISITING THE HOMEBOUND AND IMPRISONED 
Today we share Phillip Kosloskiôs blog from National Catholic Register concerning 
the 6th Corporal Work of Mercy: Visit the Imprisoned. 

Read more: http://www.ncregister.com/blog/philip-kosloski/6th-corporal-work-of-mercy-visit-the-
imprisoned/#ixzz484hcVzHJ 

It is clear that Pope Francisô mission is to show to these 
souls that God still loves them and beckons them to reform 
their ways.  Pope Francis is reaching out to these men and 
women who have made many bad choices in their life and is 
trying to instill hope in their hearts. 
It is easy for prisoners to lose hope and turn inward upon 
themselves.  They believe that they can never be ñgoodò or 
break the cycle of sin.  For many of them, it appears that 
God has abandoned them and does not know of their  
suffering. 
Pope Francis realizes this state of mind and takes care not to 

(Continued on page 6) 

PLEASE KEEP THOSE SERVING  
OUR COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Prayer cards available at the Service Person Board  
in the gathering space.   

Blessed Sacrament Labyrinth Walks  
The Blessed Sacrament Labyrinth will soon be ready!!  
Please offer your services to help prepare it for the warm 
months by calling Pat Campbell at the parish office.   

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/philip-kosloski/6th-corporal-work-of-mercy-visit-the-imprisoned/#ixzz484hcVzHJ
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/philip-kosloski/6th-corporal-work-of-mercy-visit-the-imprisoned/#ixzz484hcVzHJ
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Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost and draw the 
season of Easter to a close.  The next two weekends, though 
part of Ordinary Time, will be special Solemnities – Holy 

Trinity and The Body and Blood of Christ.   

To help us better understand the Feast of Pentecost, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops refers us to a 
Pentecost homily given by Pope Benedict XVI in 2012.  The 
first reading to which he refers is the same one we heard 
today, but the other readings are from Year B, while we are in 
Year C.  The message is still worth our attention.  We share 
that with you nowé 
Pope: Pentecost is a feast of unity, understanding and 
sharing 
2012-05-27 Vatican Radio 
Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday morning celebrated Pentecost 
Sunday Mass in St. Peter's Basilica. 
Here is Vatican Radio's translation of the Pope's homily for the 
occasion.  
Dear brothers and sisters 

I am happy to celebrate this Holy Mass with you ï a 
Mass animated by the Choir of the Academy of Santa Cecilia 
and by the Youth Orchestra, which I thank ï on this Feast of 
Pentecost.  This mystery constitutes the baptism of the 
Church; it is an event that gave the Church the initial shape 
and thrust of its mission, so to speak.  This shape and thrust 
are always valid, always timely, and they are renewed through 
the actions of the liturgy, especially.  

This morning I want to reflect on an essential aspect 
of the mystery of Pentecost, which maintains all its importance 
in our own day as well.  Pentecost is the feast of human unity, 
understanding and sharing.  We can all see how in our world, 
despite us being closer to one another through developments 
in communications, with geographical distances seeming to 
disappear ï understanding and sharing among people is often 
superficial and difficult.  There are imbalances that frequently 
lead to conflicts; dialogue between generations is hard and 
differences sometimes prevail; we witness daily events where 
people appear to be growing more aggressive and belligerent; 
understanding one another takes too much effort and people 
prefer to remain inside their own sphere, cultivating their own 
interests.  In this situation, can we really discover and 
experience the unity we so need? 

The account of Pentecost in the Acts of the Apostles, 
which we heard in the first reading, is set against a 
background that contains one of the last great frescoes of the 
Old Testament:  the ancient story of the construction of the 
Tower of Babel.  But what is Babel?  It is the description of a 
kingdom in which people have concentrated so much power 
they think they no longer need depend on a God who is far 
away.  They believe they are so powerful they can build their 
own way to heaven in order to open the gates and put 
themselves in God's place.  But it's precisely at this moment 
that something strange and unusual happens.  While they are 
working to build the tower, they suddenly realize they are 
working against one another.  While trying to be like God, they 
run the risk of not even being human ï because they've lost an 
essential element of being human:  the ability to agree, to 
understand one another and to work together. 

This biblical story contains an eternal truth:  we see 

Our “Liturgy Corner” will return to the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal when the Easter Season ends (on Pentecost).  For 

this week, we will look at the special days ahead! 

 this truth throughout history and in our own time as well. 
Progress and science have given us the power to dominate 
the forces of nature, to manipulate the elements, to 
reproduce living things, almost to the point of manufacturing 
humans themselves.  In this situation, praying to God 
appears outmoded, pointless, because we can build and 
create whatever we want.  We don't realize we are reliving 
the same experience as Babel.  It's true, we have multiplied 
the possibilities of communicating, of possessing information, 
of transmitting news ï but can we say our ability to 
understand each other has increased?  Or, paradoxically, do 
we understand each other even less?  Doesn't it seem like 
feelings of mistrust, suspicion and mutual fear have 
insinuated themselves into human relationships to the point 
where one person can even pose a threat to another?  Let's 
go back to the initial question:  can unity and harmony really 
exist?  How? 

The answer lies in Sacred Scripture:  unity can only 
exist as a gift of God's Spirit, which will give us a new heart 
and a new tongue, a new ability to communicate.  This is 
what happened at Pentecost.  On that morning, fifty days 
after Easter, a powerful wind blew over Jerusalem and the 
flame of the Holy Spirit descended on the gathered disciples. 
It came to rest upon the head of each of them and ignited in 
them a divine fire, a fire of love, capable of transforming 
things.  Their fear disappeared, their hearts were filled with 
new strength, their tongues were loosened and they began to 
speak freely, in such a way that everyone could understand 
the news that Jesus Christ had died and was risen.  On 
Pentecost, where there was division and incomprehension, 
unity and understanding were born. 

But let's look at today's Gospel in which Jesus 
affirms:  ñWhen he comes, the Spirit of truth, He will guide 
you to the whole truth.ò  Speaking about the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus is explaining to us what the Church is and how she 
must live in order to be herself, to be the place of unity and 
communion in Truth; he tells us that acting like Christians 
means not being closed inside our own spheres, but opening 
ourselves towards others; it means welcoming the whole 
Church within ourselves or, better still, allowing the Church to 
welcome us.  So, when I speak, think and act like a Christian, 
I don't stay closed off within myself ï but I do so in everything 
and starting from everything:  thus the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
unity and truth, can continue to resonate in people's hearts 
and minds, encouraging them to meet and welcome one 
another.  Precisely because it acts in this way, the Spirit 
introduces us to the whole truth, who is Jesus, and guides us 
to examine and understand it.  We do not grow in 
understanding by closing ourselves off inside ourselves, but 
only by becoming capable of listening and sharing, in the 
ñourselvesò of the Church, with an attitude of deep personal 
humility.  Now it's clearer why Babel is Babel and Pentecost 
is Pentecost.  Where people want to become God, they 
succeed only in pitting themselves against each other.  
Where they place themselves within the Lord's truth, on the 
other hand, they open themselves to the action of his Spirit 
which supports and unites them. 

The contrast between Babel and Pentecost returns 
in the second reading, where the Apostle Paul says:  ñWalk 
according to the Spirit and you will not be brought to satisfy 
the desires of the flesh.ò  St. Paul tells us that our personal 
life is marked by interior conflict and division, between 

(Continued on page 6) 
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forget these men and women, who are so 
often neglected. He reminds us that they 
have souls too and deserve our time and at-
tention. 
Prison ministry is a beautiful way of participat-
ing in this work of mercy, but is certainly not 
for everyone.  It takes ñtough skinò to encoun-
ter prisoners and is not easy.  This does not 
mean we should not carefully discern if God 
is calling us to visit the imprisoned.  It is very 
much needed in todayôs world, especially in 
this year of Mercy. 

Another way that we can participate in this 
work of mercy is to imitate Saint Th®r¯se of 
Lisieux.  Before she entered the convent 
Saint Th®r¯se learned about a criminal sen-
tenced to death and decided to fervently pray 
for his conversion. 
We must not forget the imprisoned or treat 
them like refuse to be thrown away. God 
loves them and He desires their salvation. Let 
us discern in this year of Mercy how we can 
practice this much needed corporal work of 
mercy. 
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impulses that come from the flesh and those that come from 
the Spirit: and we cannot follow all of them.  We cannot be 
both selfish and generous, we cannot follow the tendency to 
dominate others and experience the joy of disinterested 
service.  We have to choose which impulse to follow and we 
can do so authentically only with the help of the Spirit of 
Christ.  St. Paul lists the works of the flesh:  they are the 
sins of selfishness and violence, like hostility, discord, 
jealousy, dissent.  These are thoughts and actions that do 
not allow us to live in a truly human and Christian way, in 
love.  This direction leads to us losing our life.  The Holy 
Spirit, though, guides us towards the heights of God, so 
that, on this earth, we can already experience the seed of 
divine life that is within us.  St. Paul confirms:  ñThe fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace.ò  We note how the Apostle 
uses the plural to describe the works of the flesh that 

provoke the loss of our humanity ï while he uses the 
singular to define the action of the Spirit, speaking of ñthe 
fruitò, in the same way as the dispersion of Babel contrasts 
with the unity of Pentecost.  

Dear friends, we must live according to the Spirit of 
unity and truth, and this is why we must pray for the Spirit to 
enlighten and guide us to overcome the temptation to follow 
our own truths, and to welcome the truth of Christ 
transmitted in the Church.  Luke's account of Pentecost tells 
us that, before rising to heaven, Jesus asked the Apostles to 
stay together and to prepare themselves to receive the Holy 
Spirit.  And they gathered together in prayer with Mary in the 
Upper Room and awaited the promised event.  

Like when it was born, today the Church still 
gathers with Mary and prays:  ñVeni Sancte Spiritus! - 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of your love!ò  Amen. 
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A NIGHT  
TO HONOR MARY 
Bishop George V. Murry, 
S.J., will preside at this 
devotional service to honor 
Our Blessed Mother, Friday, 
May 20 at 7pm, St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish, 
Canton.  Includes read- 
ings, homily, hymns, and 
recitation of the Rosary. 

All are welcome!   


